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Annual  Missions  Celebration  held 


Since  1877 


“Dawn  Phillips,  Illinois  wMu 
resident  and  mother  to  son  Drew 
tullips,  chaplain  to  the  Christian 
Activity  Center  in  East  St  Louis,  II., 
were  a  wonderful  testimony  to  the 
legacy  of  missions.  Dawn  shared 
how  wMu  ladies  hugged  and  loved 
her  son  through  his  growing  vears. 
Drew,  now  ft  years  old,  snared 
with  tears  and  great  passion  of  how 
he  now  gives  hugs  and  love  to  the 
people  of  a  community  that  leads 

every  way,"  said  Kay  Cassibry,  executive  the  nation  in  childhooa  poverty, 
director  of  Mississippi  wMu.  ''From  those  "The  Associational  Missions 
who  have  served  on  the  mission  fields  as  Leadership  Conferences  were  spec- 
career  missionaries,  to  those  who  fill  the  tacular.  Many  were  challenged  and 
role  of  missionary  parents,  to  those  who  equipped  to  near,  understand,  and 
lead  our  churches  and  associations  in  embrace  God's  call  through  a  great 
missions  education,  this  is  our  time  to  team  of  missions  educators." 
celebrate  together  as  a  missions  family  Elected  to  serve  as  Mississippi 
what  God  has  done,  is  doing,  and  what  wMu  officers  with  Swarts  for  the 
we  trust  Him  to  do."  coming  year  were  Marilyn  Huff  of 

For  the  first  time,  the  Mississippi  Taylorsville,  vice  president,  and 
Missionary  Parents  Fellowship  held  their  Janet  Green  of  Florence,  secretary, 
annual  meeting  in  conjunction  with  the  wMu  Members  of  the  wMu  executive 
Annual  Missions  Celebration.  The  group  was  board  for  the  comine  year  include: 
one  of  flw  first  nf  iK  Lind  in  the  Southern  •  Terrie  Harwood  of  BatesviUe. 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC),  and  remains  one  •  Jane  Bums  of  Tupelo, 
of  the  largest  such  groups  in  the  SBC.  •  Margaret  Lay  of  North  Carrollton. 

The  Mississippi  Missionary  Fellowship  •  Ann  Stone  of  Mantee. 

also  met  in  conjunction  with  the  Annual  •  Alice  Johnston  of  Pelahatchie. 
Missions  Celebration.  •  Evelyn  Williams  of  Hickory. 

The  Annual  Missions  Celebration  began  A  trio  of  Mississippi  Acteen 
on  the  afternoon  of  April  20  with  a  general  Panelists  for  2006-200/  served  as 
session,  followed  by  conferences  that  includ-  pages  for  the  Annual  Missions 
ed  such  topics  as  Chronological  Bible  Celebration:  Kathrvn  Fisher,  a  mem- 
Starving,  Becoming  a  LifeStyle  Praverwalker,  her  of  First  Church,  lackson;  Emily 

_  and  Families  oh  Mission  Leathers,  a  member  of  Main  Street 

H||  J  The  conferences  were  fol-  Church.  Pickens:  and  Preslev 

lowed  bv  an  evening  Cannon,  a  member  ot  North  Morton 
I  Worship  Celebration  Church,  Morton. 

The  morning  of  April  Cassibry  and 
I  21  began  with  the  con-  Swarts  expressed 
I  ferences  and  wrapped  thanks  to  the  event 
I  up  shortly  after  noon  coordinator!  Teresa 
I  with  another  plenary  Dickens,  children's 


By  William  H.  Perkins 

Editor 
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PRAISING  GOD  —  Soloist 
Karen  Fisk  of  Madison  brought 
special  music  April  20-21  Tor 
tne  Worship  Celebration  seg¬ 
ments  of  the  Annual  Missions 
Celebration  of  Mississippi 
Woman's  Missionary  Union. 
The  event  was  held  at  First 
Church,  Madison. 


MISSIONS  MESSAGE  —  Dawn  Phillips,  Illinois 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  president,  provided  the 
kevnote  messages  April  20-21  tor  the  2006  Annual 
Missions  Celebration  sponsored  bv  the  Mississippi 
Woman's  Missionary  Union.  The  event  was  held  at  First 
Church,  Madison.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Junior  High  Tournament  Winners 


Three  students  were  top-plate  winners  in  the  (unior  High  Bible  Drill 
Tournament:  lacob  Roeland  t second  from  left),  Gtxxl  Hope  Church, 
Louisville,  first  plat  e;  lav  Moore  it  enter i.  Lena  Church,  Lena,  second 
place;  and  Lindsey  Boone  (second  trom  right i.  Liberty  Church, 
Fkrwood,  third  place.  Awarding  the  winners  wen'  Glen  Shows  deft' 
and  Don  Hicks  (right),  consultants  in  the  Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
(Photo  bv  Tony  Martini 
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Pthe  U.S.  Supreme 

April  18  to  affirm  the  constitutionality 
of  the  federal  Partial  Birth  Abortion  Ban 
Act,  passed  by  Congress  in  2003  and  signed 
into  law  by  President  George  W.  Bush  after 
several  vetoes  at  the  hands  of  his  predeces¬ 
sor,  former  President  Bill  Clinton. 

As  the  name  of  the  act  makes  clear,  the 
particularly  cruel  and  unusual 
death  by  abortion  known  as 
intact  dilation  and  extraction 
(IDX),  or  partial  birth  abortion, 
can  now  oe  outlawed  in  the 
United  States.  This  gruesome 
procedure  involves  manually 
wrenching  a  fully-formed,  ready- 
to-be-bom  baby  from  its  moth¬ 
er's  womb  and,  just  before  deliv¬ 
ering  the  intact  child,  punching  a 
hole  in  the  back  of  its  skull  and 
sucking  out  the  brain  tissue  in 
order  to  collapse  the  skull  and 
complete  the  abortion. 

This  late-term  procedure  is 
also  a  way  to  preserve  the  child's 
body  parts  and  organs,  which  are 
cut  away  by  personnel  at  the 
abortion  clinic  immediately  after 
the  abortion  and  sold  on  the  open  market 
to  anyone  who  wishes  to  experiment  with 
<  the  "tissue." 

Partial  birth  abortion  is  only  one  of 
many  horrible  ways  unborn  babies  are 
killed  in  this  country  (see  Penna  Dexter's 
guest  opinion  on  this  page),  but  outlaw¬ 
ing  this  one  procedure  is  at  least  a  good 
place  to  start.  Who  could  possibly  be 
against  a  law  that  would  prevent  a  new¬ 
born's  brains  from  being  sucked  out  of 
its  head  seconds  before  birth? 

For  a  start,  a  stunning  number  of  presi¬ 
dential  candidates  who  want  to  lead  this 
country  in  the  future  —  the  near  future. 

"This  decision  marks  a  dramatic  depar¬ 
ture  from  four  decades  of  Supreme  Court 
rulings  that  upheld  a  woman's  right  to 
choose  and  recognized  the  importance  of 


women's  health...,"  said  Democrat  front¬ 
runner  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton.  "It  is  pre¬ 
cisely  this  erosion  of  our  constitutional 
rights  that  I  warned  against  when  I  opposed 
the  nominations  of  (Supreme  Court)  Chief 
Justice  Roberts  and  Justice  Alito." 

Another  prominent  presidential  candi¬ 
date,  Democrat  Barak  Obama,  said,  "I 
strongly  disagree  with  today's  Supreme 
Court  ruling...,"  and  warned,  *1  am 
extremely  concerned  that  this  ruling  will 
embolden  state  legislatures  to  enact  fur¬ 
ther  measures  to  restrict  a  woman's  right 
to  choose,  and  that  the  conservative 
Supreme  Court  justices  will  look  for 
other  opportunities  to  erode  Roe  v.  Wade, 
which  is  established  federal  law  and  a 
matter  of  equal  rights  for  women." 

"I  could  not  disagree  more  strongly 
with  today's  Supreme  Court  decision/' 


announced  Democrat  presidential  candi¬ 
date  John  Edwards,  who  described  the 
Court's  decision  as  "ill-considered,"  and 
added,  "This  hard  right  turn  is  a  stark 
reminder  of  why  Democrats  cannot 
afford  to  lose  the  2008  election.  Too 
much  is  at  stake  —  starting  with,  as  the 
Court  made  all  too  clear  today,  a 
woman's  right  to  choose." 

On  the  other  hand,  all  the  major 
Republican  presidential  candidates 
seemed  to  applaud  the  Court's  decision, 
with  even  pro-abortion  candidate  Rudy 
Giuliani  opining,  "The  Supreme  Court 
reached  the  correct  conclusion  in 
upholding  the  congressional  ban  on  par¬ 
tial  birth  abortion  !  agree  with  it." 

Of  course,  the  usual  pro-abortion 
groups  condemned  the  Court's  ruling. 
”The  new  Bush  court  turned  its  back  on 
women's  health  and  safety  with  this  rul¬ 
ing,"  said  Planned  Parenthood 
Federation  of  America  President  Cecile 
Richards.  "It's  2007.  Americans  need 
Supreme  Court  justices  who  recognize 
the  importance  ot  women's  health." 

"We  should  assume  that  this  is  only 
the  beginning,"  reported  Nancy  Northup, 
president  of  the  Center  for  Reproductive 
Rights."  The  Justices  have  shown  their 
cards.  Despite  assurances  that  they 
would  uphold  precedents,  the  Court  has 
now  kicked  open  the  door  for  states  to 
impose  broader  restrictions  on  Roe, 
restrictions  that  will  sacrifice  women's 
health  for  the  sake  of  ideological  gains." 

It  is  obvious  that  the  groups  support¬ 
ing  the  unfettered  extermination  of 
unborn  babies  in  this  country  —  and  the 
politicians  who  openly  support  these 
misguided  groups  —  aren't  going  to  take 
this  setback  sitting  down.  It's  going  to 
continue  to  be  a  tough  fight  for  tne  nght 
of  the  unborn  to  fife.  For  Christians, 
though,  it's  worth  the  cost,  whatever  that 
may  tie  (Matthew  19:13-14). 

It's  time  we  all  got  involved  in  the 
long  road  ahead. 
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The  Humane  Slaughter  Act 
dictates  that  animal 
slaughter  is  humane  only 
when  the  animal  is  rendered 
insensible  to  pain  by  a  single 
btow,  or  gunshot,  or  an  electri¬ 
cal,  chemical,  or  other  means 
that  is  rapid  and  effective. 

With  human  babies,  however, 
artial-birth  abortion  (also 
own  as  intact  dilation  and 
extraction,  or  IDX)  involves  stab¬ 
bing  the  almost-born  child  in  the 
bade  of  the  neck  and  sucking  out 
the  brains.  Another  abortion  pro¬ 
cedure  known  as  dilation  and 
evacuation  (D  &  E)  is  used  as  late 
as  24  weeks  and  consists  of  dis¬ 
membering  the  child,  pulling  the 
parts  from  the  uterus  one  by  one. 
A  third  procedure,  instillation 
abortion,  involves  the  injection 
of  concentrated  salt  water  into 
tire  womb,  with  tire  accompany¬ 
ing  burning  of  the  baby's  skin 
and  internal  organs. 

Indeed,  this  pain  is  no  small 
thing.  Our  laws  forbid  us  to 
allow  the  animals  we  eat  to 
experience  it.  Neo- natal  pedia¬ 
trician  and  pain  expert 
Kanwaljeet  Anand  testified 
during  a  federal  trial  held  in 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  that  unborn 
babies  feel  "excruciating  pain" 
during  all  stages  of  partial- 
birth  abortion  including  the 


Guest  Opinion: 


Abortion  pain¬ 
less?  No  way. 

By  Penna  Dexter 
Plano,  Texas 


handling  of  the  fetus  in  the 
womb,  delivering  the  child  up 
to  its  head,  puncturing  the 
skull,  and  sucking  out  the 
brains.  Anand,  Oxford  and 
Harvard-trained,  is  now  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  pain  neurology  lab  at 
the  Arkansas  Children's 
Hospital  Research  Institute.  He 
says  he  personally  believes 
women  have  a  right  to  abortion 
except  in  the  case  of  fetal  pain. 

A  December  2006  vote  on  the 
Unborn  Child  Pain  Awareness 
Act  (HR  6099)  was  taken  in  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
under  an  expedited  calendar, 
which  allowed  only  20  minutes 
of  debate  and  required  a  two- 
thirds  majority  for  passage.  The 
legislation  stated  that  abortion 
providers  must  notify  women 


who  are  20  or  more  weeks  preg¬ 
nant  that  their  unborn  child 
may  feel  pain  when  aborted.  In 
addition,  the  mother,  if  she  were 
to  go  ahead  with  the  procedure, 
would  be  required  to  sign  a 
statement  that  she  had  been 
offered  anesthesia  for  her  child. 

The  250-162  vote  for  the  bill 
was  25  short  of  the  number 
needed  under  the  special  rules. 
Mississippi  Congressmen 
Roger  Wicker  (R),  Chip 
Pickering  (R),  and  Gene  Taylor 
(D),  voted  in  favor  a  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules  and  pass  the 
bill,  while  Bennie  Thompson 
(D)  voted  against  it. 

The  bill  s  sponsor,  pro-life 
warrior  Rep.  Chris  Smith  (R- 
N.J.),  was  encouraged.  He  saw 
the  result  as  "proof-positive 


that  we  can  pass  this  legislation 
despite  the  unwillingness  of 
some  extreme  pro-abortion 
members  of  Congress." 

Douglas  Johnson,  legislative 
director  of  the  National  Right 
to  Life  Committee,  pointed  out 
that  60%  of  the  House  support¬ 
ed  this  bill,  calling  the  outcome 
"no  small  thing." 

Even  though  the  newly 
elected  House  contains  fewer 
pro-life  lawmakers,  under  nor¬ 
mal  rules  a  bill  acknowledging 
that  the  unborn  baby  feels  pain 
would  pass.  Senator  Sam 

Brownback,  R.-Kan.,  has 

promised  to  introduce  similar 
legislation  in  the  Senate. 

Pro-life  members  of 

Congress  can  and  should  get 
their  paintbrushes  out  and 
paint  a  graphic  picture  portray¬ 
ing  the  humanity  of  the  unborn 
baby  for  the  American  people. 


Dexter  is  a  board  of  trustee 
member -with  the  Southern  Baptist 
Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty 
Commission,  a  conservative 
activist,  and  an  announcer  on  the 
syndicated  radio  program,  Life  on 
the  Line  (wurw.ltfeontheline.com). 
Her  commentary,  provided  cour¬ 
tesy  of  Baptist  Press,  was  edited 
for  length  and  accuracy,  and  con¬ 
tains  local  reports. 
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Tomlin  is  big  winner  at  Dove  Awards 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
The  Gospel  Music  Association's 
(GMA)  biggest  night  launched 
with  a  thumping  rendition  of 
Lose  My  Soul  performed  by 


Mandisa,  Toby  Mac,  and  Kirk 
Franklin,  setting  die  stage  to 
honor  top  Christian  artists  across 
a  spectrum  of  musical  style.  The 
all-star  cast  of  singers,  songwrit¬ 
ers,  and  producers  gathered  at 
the  38th  Annual  GMA  Dove 
Awards  at  the  Grand  Ole  Opry 
House  in  Nashville  on  April  25. 

All  eyes  were  on  singer/ 
songwriter  Chris  Tomlin,  who 
cap  tured  six  Dove  Awards  and 
exceeded  the  five  statues  he 
won  last  year. 

"I  am  overwhelmed  by  the 
whole  thing,"  said  Tomlin,  who 


BAPTISTS 


The  Second 
Front  Page 


CONTEMPORARY  PRAISE  —  The  Christian  music  industry  gathered  at  the  Grand  Ole  Opry  in  Nashville 
on  April  25  to  honor  artists  across  a  spectrum  of  musical  style.  Toby  Mac,  a  former  member  of  DC  Talk,  was 
among  the  performers.  (Bp  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy) 

and  Worship  Album  of  the  Pocket  Full  of  Rocks,  and  "The  purpose  of  our  songs  u 
Year.  Holy  is  the  Lord,  co-writ-  Ayiesha  Woods.  He  also  was  to  direct  [listeners]  to  God'i 

“  named  Songwriter  of  die  Year.  Word,"  lead  singer  Mark  Hal 

"I  am  a  huge  fan  of  Christian  said,  adding  that  after  three  con 

_ ‘  Shust  said  after  win-  secutive  Group  of  die  Yeai 

ning  die  trio  of  trophies.  "The  awards  the  members  stay 
awards  have  boosted  my  confi-  grounded  by  "going  back  to  th * 
‘  ’  : ...  but  tomorrow  real  world"  and  ministering  ir 
up  I  will  still  be  a  their  churches  and  their  families 
sinner  saved  by  grace."  Ed  Cash  won  Producer  of  tht 

John  W.  Styll,  president  and  Year  for  the  third  consecutive  yeai 
CEO  of  the  Gospel  Music  Natalie  Grant  grabbed  foi 
Association  and  executive  pro-  the  second  consecutive  year  th» 
of  the  GMA  Dove  honor  of  Female  Vocalist  of  th< 


Published  Since  1877 


>  Year  awards,  saying  it  was  Tomlin  garnered  die  most  music, 
honor  to  win  in  a  category  of  awards  during  die  live  event 
^credible  singers."  and  said  he  plans  to  remain 

He  also  won  for  his  contribu-  faithful  in  writing  worship  dence  t 

>n  on  the  Special  Event  songs  that  "give  a  voice  to  the  when  I 

bum  of  the  Year,  Passion:  people  in  die  church." 
erything  Glorious.  Dove  Award  debut  winner 

Tomlins  current  release,  See  Aaron  Shust  captured  Song  of 
e  Morning,  captured  two  the  Year  with  My  Savior,  My 
ditional  awards  when  it  was  God,  and  New  Artist  of  the  ducer 

imed  Pop /Contemporary  Year,  winning  over  nominees  Awards,  said  in  a  press  release  Year,  winning  over  noi 

bum  of  the  Year  and  Praise  DecembeRaaio,  Leeland,  following  the  show,  "Chris  Krystal  Meyers,  C 

_ Tomlin  and  Aaron  Shust  Nockels,  Nichole  Norc 

deserve  their  moment  to  rejoice  and  Rebecca  St.  James, 
in  the  recognition  their  commu-  Grant  along  with  Bac 
nity  has  bestowed  on  them  with  Boy  member /Christian 
their  multiple  Dove  Awards  ing  artist  Brian  Littrell  and 
and  it  is  evident  they  will  be  singer  Donnie  McClurkin, 
impacting  gospel  and  Christian  the  awards  ceremony, 
music  for  some  time  to  come."  Performers  included 
Casting  Crowns  was  named  Powell  of  Third  Day, 
Group  of  the  Year  for  the  third  Curtis  Chapman,  Mark 
consecutive  year,  winning  Take  6,  Brian  Littrell,  L 
over  nominees  BarlowGirl,  DecembeRadio,  The 
David  Crowder  Band,  Jars  of  Family,  Chris  Tomlin,  and 
Clay,  and  MercyMe.  Casting  The  Dove  Awards  will 
Crowns  also  won  the  vised  nationally  in  May  an 
Pop  /  Contemporary  Recorded  To  see  a  list  of  dates  and  t 
Song  of  the  Year  for  Praise  You  well  as  a  complete  list  of 
in  Tne  Storm.  winners,  visit  aovea wards 


Report:  ratings  a  sham 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Families  who  use  tetevisic 


study  of  546  Hours  of  primetime  broadcast  progTamm: 
that  67%  of  the  time  the  show  contained  offensive  proj 
without  the  proper  content  label  For  instance,  the  proj 
have  had  sexual  content  but  no  S  label  to  warn  viewers. 


Former  Republican  National  Committee  Chairman  Haley  Barbour  of 
Yazoo  City  is  the  featured  speaker  at  the  Mississippi  College  171st  com¬ 
mencement  exercises. 


Frank  Pollard,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  likely  makes  the  most 
lasting  impression  of  all  the  12  Southern  Baptists  who  responded  to  major 
addresses  during  toe  National  Conference  on  Biblical  Inerrancy,  May  4-7 
at  Ridgecrest  Conference  Center  in  North  Carolina. 


om  her  children  would  be  unsuccessful  the  large  majority 
e  "dearly,  the  TV  ratings  and  the  V-Chip  are  inadequate 
:ting  children  and  families  from  offensive  content,  the 
d  Congress  and  the  courts  should  not  be  swayed  by 
xl's  argument  that  the  existing  decency  laws  are  no  longer 
ecause  of  these  technologies.  The  FCC  must  continue  to 
V  enforce  broadcast  decency  laws,  and  the  American  peo- 
continue  to  hold  toe  networks  accountable  for  how  they 


Ralph  B.  Winders,  secretary  of  the  Department  of  Student  Work  for 
Virginia  Baptists  since  1944,  accepts  the  same  position  with 
Mississippi  Baptists,  it  has  been  announced  by  Chester  L.  Quarles, 
executive  secretary -treasurer. 


May  3,  2007 


The  Baptist  Record 


Often  the  valuable  lessons  of 
life  come  in  the  most  unusual 
ways  and  at  the  most  unexpect¬ 
ed  times  I  had  just  enjoyed  a 
wonderful  country  breakfast  at 
Martha's  in  downtown  Corinth 
with  Dr.  Ronald  Meeks  and  his 
family.  As  we  were  leaving,  we 
were  standing  and  visiting  at 
the  doorway.  Their  baby  girl, 
Carolyn,  was  fiddling  with  one 
of  these  candy  /  gum  dispensers 
as  she  waited  on  us.  Since  I  am 
always  ready  and  willing  to 
help  somebody  else's  kids  get 
on  a  sugar  high,  I  dug  in  my 
pockets  to  get  fifty  cents  to  give 


fim  Futral  executive  director- treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Christ 


glanced  you  have  right  now,  you  begin  chocolate  candy-coated  pieces 
Vlan,  that  developing  not  just  a  pattern  of  falling  to  the  floor. 

giving,  not  just  a  habit  of  hand-  What  a  marvelous  teaching 
and  get.  ing  out  but  more  importantly  was  given  to  us  by  our  Savior, 
order  to  you  develop  the  marvelous  This  teaching  was  demonstrat- 
s  so  sim-  spirit  of  generosity.  On  the  ed  by  those  children  and  is 
standing  other  hand  if  you  keep  wanting  unchangeable  wherever  it  is 
you  canT  to  receive  and  receive  and  at  applied.  For  anyone  who  sim- 
ly  thing,"  some  point  do  not  think  about  ply  tries  to  hold  on  to  what  he 
ict,  many  giving,  you  will  spend  a  lot  of  or  she  has  will  discover  that 
this  les-  time  developing  the  spirit  of  they  are  unable  to  receive, 
rted  to  us  greed.  Give  me  some  more  and  They  want  to  let  go.  They  wish 
„uke  6:38  more  and  more.  There  will  they  could  let  go,  but  they  are 

>  a  new  horizon  for  unwilling  to  look  out  beyond 
measure,  more  in  your  life.  themselves,  and  they  end  up 

shaken  Jesus  knew  that  generosity  wishing  they  had  more  bless- 
•ver,  shall  and  greed  could  not  live  ings.  They  can  even  see  the 
>som.  For  together  in  us.  He  knew  that  possibilities  out  there,  but 
i  that  you  the  direction  of  our  life  would  they  won't  let  go.  The  princi- 
be  rhea-  determine  which  one  of  these  pie  is  true  for  an  individual, 
You  can-  would  be  dominant.  If  you  tor  a  church  that  becomes  self- 
i.  learn  to  give  out  of  what  you  centered  and  self-seeking,  for 

on  stew-  have,  even  when  you  have  governments,  or  for  institu- 
e  to  give  more  you  will  continue  to  give,  tions.  The  principle  is  unal- 
nd  not  to  If  you  can  never  find  a  way  to  tered.  When  you  learn  to  let 
rervthing  give  because  you  have  too  lit-  go,  you  can  receive. 

vant  and  tie,  you  will  always  find  that  - 

ause  we  you  do  not  have  enough  for  all  The  author  may  he  contacted  at 
>u  let  go  of  the  need  issues,  many  of  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
of  what  which  may  be  borderline  greed  0530.  E-mail:  jfutralC^mbch.org. 


[uests  the  % 
Honor  of 
Your 
Presence 
in  Heaven 


her  a  quarter  and  her  big  broth-  hold  on  to  it  and  £ 
er,  Charlie,  a  quarter.  many  adults  and 

Charlie  knew  exactly  what  he  believers  never  W 
wanted  and  it  was  just  seconds  son.  It  is  a  lesson  ii 
until  he  had  a  fist  full  of  M  &  M  by  our  Lord  Jesus 
looking  chocolate  things  and  off  Jesus  said,  "Give,  and  it  shall  be  always  be 

he  went.  Carolyn,  a  little  more  given  unto  you; - 1  ‘  “  in  x,n 

thoughtful,  looked  over  the  pressed  down, 
candy  and  gum  offerings  and  together  and  rur 
finally  decided  to  get  one  of  men  give  into  y 
those  big  gumballs  mat  would  with  the  same  rr 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  fblbwing  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  woras: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(f  have  sinned.) 


those  big  gumballs 
choke  a  mule.  She  took  her 
quarter  and  put  it  in  the  slot  but 
did  not  let  go.  She  continued  to 
play  around  with  it  but  was 
reluctant  to  let  go  of  the  quarter 
in  order  to  turn  the  handle  and 
get  her  gumball.  Finally,  her  dad 
said,  "You  can't  hold  on  to  it  and 
get  anything."  His  little  girl 
glanced  up  at  him  looking  like 
die  was  Blinking,  "Well,  that 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent. ) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  /es ns.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (f 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


Visit  us  online  at  www.mbcb.org 


MSA  udio  llc 


"But  as  many  as  receded  him. 
to  them  he  gaze  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
belieie  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio.  Video.  &  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


P.O.  Box  1 575  Ph  60 1  -923-9947 
Clinton.  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


Trooper  Hales 

info@msaudio!lc  .com 


Churches 


Can’t  Be  Wrong 


More  than  1 100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 


Call  the  Baptist  Health  Line  at  1 .800.948.6262 
or  visit  Baptist's  website  at  www.mbhs.orf. 


<•I-.M4-.MW 
Fn  WI-3I4-3IM 


For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290 


-Mav  3,-200 <7 


ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


May  3,  2007 


HouteTopt  is  a  Baptist 


supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's 


Commumcatian  Services. 


ONI  VOICE 
IN  CONCERT 


t  Htip l 

him  h 


Camp  Caraywa,  August  1-4,  2007 


Small/I»i\ oc  atmh.il  C  hurch 

P \ S  I  t >K  s  \\  i  >KkMI<  >P 


“Fit  for  the  Kingdom  ” 

Monday,  June  25 

Temple  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 

Tuesday,  June  26 

Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Grenada 

Call  Pastor/ Leadership  Development  Dept. 

(601)  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  305 
E-mail:  kmcdonnell@mbcb.org 
Please  register  by  June  20,  2007 


2007  STATE  SENIOR  ADULT  RETREATS 

Challenges  for  the  Autumn  Years  -  “Be  a  Witness  of  Me"  Acts  1:8 


I.  May  14-15,  FBC,  Hattiesburg 

•  Speaker:  Joe  Sherrer,  NOBTS  Professor 

•  Choir:  Briarwood  BC,  Meridian 

•  3  p.m.  The  Gathering:  Southern  Station, 
Folk  Singers,  Petal 

•  Limited  Seating  for  Banquet 

II.  May  17-18,  FBC,  Vicksburg 

•  Speaker:  Frank  Gunn,  Hattiesburg 

•  Choir:  Voice  of  Joy,  FBC,  Crystal  Springs 

•  3  p.m.  The  Gathering:  Edd  Brashier,  FBC, 
Jackson  Handbells,  Irene  Martin,  Pianist 

•  Limited  Seating  for  Banquet 


Registration:  $25 

(Includes  everything) 

Commuter  Fee:  $5 

(Includes  everything  except 
the  banquet) 

III.  May  17-18,  Fairview  BC,  Columbus 

•  Speaker:  Clarence  Cooper,  Grenada 

•  Choir:  TBA 

•  3  p.m.  The  Gathering:  First  Love,  Women’s  Quartet,  Clinton 

For  Info:  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
601  -292-3373  or  gshows@mbcb.org 


Psalm  67 


Draw  Dabbs 

MC 

East  Asia 


Kiyih  Dancy 

NWCC 

Montana 


Coray  Carbarn  tad  Corley 

UM  UM 

South  Carolina  Philippines 


CO-LIN 
South  Asi.i 


CO-lIN 
South  Asia 


tabid  Geodt 

HINDS 
Burkina  Faso 


|m  CoMmm 

CO-LIN 
South  Asia 


KHaMn  Meadows 


FM  Metcalf 

UM 

Philippines 


John  Monte  Hh  Tobi 

MSU 

Thailand 


NWCC 

New  Mark 


NWCC 

Montana 


MSU 

Uruguay 


Daniel  Pules 


Lindsay  Bane* 

MC 

tac  Rim 


CyteRamagi 

UM 

Philippines 


laaaka  Schnaor 

USM 

CO-UN 

tac  Rim 

Kansas 

talar  Eric  \A 

/alker  lenm 

Mer  Ward  Craia 

M  M 

Rim  East 

t 

MSU 

rJV 

Asia 

> 

Peru 

Net 

l 

Drew  |oaKn  jay  Haywood 

NWCC  USM 

Atidrew  Una 

MSU 

MaojkHlapipinter 

Brandon  Knidtt 

USM 

Rebecca  Land 

MSU 

t 

Maryland  East  Asidtac  Rim 

tac  Rim 

Nebraska 

tac  Rim 

Peru 

grin  Anderson 

BMC 

'  Bulgaria 


USM 

Kazakhstan 


MSU 

Philippines 


Allvson  Basdsn 

MSU 

Canada 


DeAmia  Baadan 

MSU 

Peru 


Andrew  Beak 

UM 

New  York 


Caaaie  Baaa 

ICC 

South  Asia 


NWCC 
South  Asia 


Angela 

BMC 

West  Africa 


David  BeN 

USM 

Ukraine 


lari  BeB 

USM 

South  Asia 


Daniel  Bray  Brittany  Bridges 

MSU  USM 

fee  Rim  fee  Rim 


CO-LIN 
South  Asia 


Nick  Bullock 

CO-UN 

Washington 


Tyler  Burned 

CO-UN 

Alaska 


Stacey  Cake 

SMCC 

Illinois 


|im  Caldwell 

UM 

Tennessee 


Cory  Carr 

PRCC 

Pacific  Northwest 


Holly  Carroll 

HINDS 

Canada 


fetrick  Cham 

MC 

East  Asia 


Stacey  Clar 

WCU 

fee  Rim 


i 


I 


# 


Mauehter 

•LIN 

i  Asia 


Lydia  Devore 

DSU 

South  Asia 


Katy  Dknos 

UM 

Illinois 


Bctfan^Dykes 

New  York 


Cmls*  r _ II— t- 

cric  cniiieii 

HINDS 
South  Asia 


Courtney  Ferguson 

BMC 

West  Africa 


Carl  Flake 

MSU 

California 


LeMi  Anne  Foster 

UM 

fee  Rim 


Paige  Fosti 

MSU 

Thailand 


Megan  Frasier 

MC 

Philippines 


Brett  Frazier 

UM 

Philippines 


Kayla  Frazier 

HINDS 

California 


I 


Iambi  in  .i  Stephanie  Hardin 

tC  HINDS 

ada  Maryland 


BMC 
East  Asia 


Haley  HartBeid 

MC 

Alaska 


Becca  Heath 

MC 

Colorado 


* - t  an - 1 - 

Mm  rvcrnng 

MSU 

Philippines 


Martin  Hickman 

MSU 

West  Africa 


Margaret  Howard 

CO-LIN 

Kansas 


Cmilu  U _ II 

cmiiy  nowfii 

USM 

West  Africa 


T 

■ 

P 

I 


:a  Land 

SU 

mj 


bm  Micah  Lanier 

MSU 

Philippines 


Melissa  Larkin 

MSU 

Montana 


Erik  Latham 

MSU 

Kazakhstan 


|osh  Lawrence 

UM 

fee  Rim 


Caleb  Lugar 

NWCC 
South  Asia 


* 

r 


staomt  rv  xrlhnothy  Morgan 

SU  WCU 

Rim  South  Asia 


Shannon  Morgan 

UM 

feru 


Dan  Moses 

MSU 

Middle  East 


V 


Laura  Mossoian 

MSU 

South  Asia 


Matt  Luther 

NECC 

Louisiana 


LfJ 


Ray  Manning 

ICC 

Alaska 


|osh  Martin 

NECC 

California 


Mianloe  I 

nunicr  i  ivwcii 

UM 

Thailand 


loth  Martin 

USM 

South  Asia 


Cass  Humphries 

MSU 

West  Africa 


MC 

Colorado 


Laura  May 

MC 
U 


% 


Courtney  McArthur 

USM 

Australia 


I 


Brian  Murphy 

MC 

Germany 


Sarah  Myers 

UM 

Illinois 


m.sti - kll ,  L„l. 

l/CVTlyfH  INIinOII 

NWCC 

Thailand 


ke  Nobles 

WCU 

Peru 


Brittni  Ouellette 

USM 
fee  Rim 


Aiana  Owen 

MSU 

Brazil 


Adam  fece 

PRCC 

Alaska 


*•  Stephen  Rawls 

USM 

Bolivia 


Ashley  Ray 

HINDS 

Colorado 


Matt  Reid 

MSU 

Iowa 


Amanda  Reyna 

MUW 

Tennessee 


Stephen  Reynolds 

UM 

Alaska 


lust  in  Ricks 

NWCC 
New  York 


Tiffany  Roberts 

WCU 


kiaayL,  BimKIiM 
TOOBBVWy  MlmfWTK 

USM 

Virginia 


LaCasey  Russ 

BMC 

Oklahoma 


% 


r\f-tl  DidLda 
L/Tcw  RIUKUI 

USM 

Oklahoma 


± 


Hope  Stanford 

USM 

Lindsay  Stanford 

PRCC 

BeckyMenger 

lande  Strickland 

MSU 

Susan  Taylor 

NECC 

a - TMelalf 

iciziin 

MC 

Sarah  Thornburg 

MSU 

Amanda  Thornton 

MC 

LeArm  Thrash 

MC 

Amanda  Tfodalt 

USM 

California 

walri 

Colorado 

California 

Arizona 

Australia 

Texas 

feru 

East  Asia 

East  Asia 

Kansas 

lindsay  Weaver  Ashley  ’ 

NWCC  WC 

Australia  Haw 


Taryn  Wenzel 
BMC 

California 


Laura  WRRams 

UM 

Czech  Republic 


i'w 1  T'i  "  n 


CO-UN 
South  Asia 


Corey  WHBams 

UM 

Philippines 


Chelsea  WHson 

MSU 

West  Africa 


Heather  Wright  Kristina  Ashley  Ybrbrough 

USM  NECC  MS  Delta 

California  Canada  California 


USA  and 


t&r  far. 


May  4-17,  2007 


Prayer  Military  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PIAY) 


‘'Everythin#  that  fin  anb  Satan  haVe  ruineb  is  #oin#  to  he 
reconstructeb  anb  reabfusteb  through  the  marvelous 
rebemption  of  our  Lorb  Jesus  Christ.' 

_  OsWaCb  Chambers,  'The  'Philosophy  of  Sin 


fl)  Christian  Home  Week 
(D&FM  Emphasis);  |2|  Pray 
for  missionaries  Scott  and 
Carolyn  Jordan  as  they  dbd- 
pie  and  train  dmfifi  mem- 
ben  in  PedasiAauma.  to 
share  the  gosflHWi  their 


the  new  discipies  are  taught 
they  wiil  share  what  they  are 
discovering  with  others 


An  increasing  number  of 
national  Baptist  pastors  are 
caMng  the  Indian  student 
center  (Colombia's  Forgotten 
Peopies|.  Thefefijjtnterested 
in  missions  and Incoming 
involved  in  Inctipi  work.  Pray 
that  this  spark  become  a 
raging  Are  of  commitment 
to  reach  the  unreached 
Indian  groups  of  Columbia 


fl|  ALT- Association! 
Leadership  Darning.  Camp 
Garaywa.  Onto n,  10  a.m.  - 
3  p.m  (CG);  (2)  Praise  the 
Lord  for  the  jak^ffun  of 
iMB  and  NNmLmr  the  new 
people  grouf  \Mb  site  that 


nationals  living  in  North 
American  cities 


(t|  9th  - 1  Ith  Baptist  Building 
AT  HOME  DAYS.  (2)  The 
Baltimore  Strategic  Focus  City 
initiative  covers  2007  -  2010. 
Pray  for  the  JeMwing  posi¬ 
tions  to  be  (SedBBsociate 
director,  dirKfoif  for  church 
launching,  vMuMeer  mobi- 
Hzaoofi,  leaoersnip  oevetop- 
ment  live  USC2  missionaries, 
and  a  prayer  team  leader. 


Pray  for  International  Service 
Corps  worker  in  Costa  Mca. 
Susan  Wright,  asshecontirv 
ues  to  balance  her  duties  as 


The  Chinese  Team  of  Panama 
asks  Tray  that  the  Hafcka 
evangelist*  recordings  will 
be  nmsneo  soon,  rray  ror 
Chinese  ChdstianjMO  pro- 
grammmgT|roiia|  OUT  spon- 
sonng  chun®.  Igimia 
Bautista  EkttradoP 


Toolbar  in  Mertco.  means 
soccec  but  there  are  some 
teams  of  'American  toolbar 
as  weH  hraijKJome  foot¬ 
ball  piayen  fJming  from  the 
USA  to  run  MMc  and  ter 


adopt  a  people  group  and 
send  volunteer  teams  to 
Brazil 


s  barbeque 


FOR  SECURITY,  cards  will  be  forwarded.  Please  send  all  to:  Child's  name, 
Parent's  name,  MBCB  WMU  MK  Birthdays,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 


7/13/89 

MR.  JOSHUA  BROWN 
Parents:  John  and  Claudia,  CESA 


7/17/96 

MR.  GARRETT  BRIDGES 

Parents:  Randy  &  Kim,  South  America 


7/17/01 

MISS  CHRISTINA  BEAMAN 
Parents:  Brad  A  Lenora,  Last  Frontier 


7/25/86 

MR.  MARK  D.  YOUNG 

Parents:  Steven  !c  Laura,  Middle  America 


and  activities 


I 


»  > 


7/1/91 

MISS  LAUREN  E.  TABOR 
Parents:  Michael  and  Jeana,  South  America 


$  Retreat 

9  &  20 

1st  Retreat 


and  Family 
-748-1651,  ext.  284. 


(II  Mothers  day  S 
Offering  | Baptist  ( 


Village  Emp 
that  visa  ret 
relaxed  m  S 
that  the  go 
more  freely 
pfe 


(I)  State  Senior  Adult  Retreat. 
FBC.  Hattiesburg.  14th-  15th 
(06FM|;  (2)  The  IMS  team 
working  in  and  around  Pans 
hasgrmvnaAth  rruAteam 
members  flrwvnf  l»iguage 


arriving  Pray  that  each  men 
ber  wifi  be  bold  m  sharing 
the  gospel  in  Pahs  and  not 
become  discouraged 


In  a  village  m  Niger,  several 
Fulani  prayed  to  receive 
Christ  as  their  Lord,  but  are 
now  Hvino  in  fear  of  oersecu- 
tkxv  Pieasoforaythat  they 
will  not  turrlawafUttiii 
Christ  but  Jill  find  security  in 
knowing  Christ  aJ  "Savior 
Pray  that  more  Fuiant  will 
know  that  Jesus  Christ  Is  the 
only  way 


Please  pray  for  the  recording 
of  stories  of  the  Maasai 
(Eastern  Africa)  Chronotogical 
wwe  storyiog  ciotti  wnicn 
will  be  copied  gntoMP3 
players  ThiwMMone 
over  seven!  wduts  Bid  then 
sent  to  the  USA  ffjTproduc- 
tion  Pray  for  the  two  Maasai 
pastors  who  are  recording 
these  stones 


(I |  State  Senior  Adult  Retreat 
FBC.  Vicksburg.  17th-  18th 
(D&FM|.  (2)  The  rainy  season 
in  Malawi  is  approadvng  its 
end  for  thaAar Ifbr  the 
harvest  of  cBn  to  m  pientifu! 
so  that  the  Biysic4  needs 
will  be  met.  Pray  ror  an 
abundance  of  opportunities 
for  people  to  hear  the  Good 
News  of  Salvation 


Encourage  an  MK 
with  a  card  today! 


PLEASE  NOTE:  Church  members  may  send  a  package  of  cards 
together;  cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually  to  the  WMU. 


I  i  s  i  For  i  m  I\i  cord 


S  i  \n  Cm  wc.i 


1.  Bible  Drillers,  Shiloh 
Church,  Calhoun  County 


1.  Shiloh  Church,  Calhoun 
County,  recognizes  its  Bible 
drillers,  Chance  Simmons 
and  Wes  Edgeworth,  who 
placed  supenor  at  the  state 
drills  in  Tupelo. 

2.  The  2nd  and  3rd  grade 
Bible  drillers  of  First 
Church,  Taylorsville,  deco¬ 
rated  t-shirts  for  soldiers  in 
Irao  and  included  them 
with  homemade  goodies. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

3.  Central  Church,  McComb, 

recognized  its  youth  state 
Bible  drill  participants, 
Michael  Anderson  and 
Colby  Hipps. 


3.  Bible  Drillers,  Central  Church,  McComb 


2.  Bible  Drillers,  First  Church,  Taylorsville 


Cumberland  Church,  Maben:  Revival,  May  20-23;  Sun.,  1 1 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.,  7  p.m.;  Tues.,  Youth  Night,  pizza,  6  p.m., 
worship,  7  p.m.;  Wed.  family  night,  7  p.m.;  Danny  Lanier,  speak¬ 
er  and  music;  Ed  Newman,  interim  pastor. 

Galilee  First  Church,  Gloster:  Homecoming,  Aug.  18-19;  Sat., 
fellowship  and  food,  5  p.m.;  services,  6  p.m.;  Sun.,  services,  10 
a.m.,  followed  by  pot  luck  lunch. 

Union  Hall  Church,  Brookhaven:  Homecoming,  May  6,  1 1 

a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on  the  grounds  and  1 :30  p.m.  singing; 
Ron  Ballard,  speaker;  Harry  Taylor,  music. 

Valley  Hill  Church,  Greenwood:  Homecoming,  May  6,  1 1 

a.m.;  George  Smith,  speaker;  Second  Chance,  music. 

Wayside  Church,  Scobey:  Homecoming,  May  20:  Services, 

10:45  a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish  meal;  Larry  Kilgore,  speaker; 
Tony  Moore,  music;  Jim  Nunnelee,  pastor. 


Franklin  Creek  Church, 
Mom  Point,  has  called  )ohn 
Pemberton  as  pastor.  He 
holds  degrees  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary  and  Baylor 
University.  He  comes  with  his 
wife  Amanda  and  sons 
Jackson  and  Luke. 

Grace  United  Church, 
Newton  Association,  has 

called  Mark  McDonald  as 
pastor  Apr.  22.  He  and  his 
wife  Cathy  c  ome  from  Herbert 
Church,  Union,  and  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Clarke  College  and 
Slidell  Baptist  Seminary. 


LEAD  YOUR  CHURCH 

TO  FINANCIAL  PEACE 


AND  THE  FREEDOM  TO  LIVE  AND  GIVE  LIKE  NEVER  BEFORE! 


CALL  IOOAY  m  y&2667 

EOR  A  EREE  PREVIEW  DVD!  DaveRaMSEY .COM, 'FPU 


cymes' 

University 
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By  Char  fas  Man.  1112  -  2004 
copyrighted  200 S 

ISLZZLK  HYL  FL,  DOLU 
TLU  ZOHSS  OHAL  FVB, 
HUK  DOLU  AOLF  ZOHSS 
ZLWHYHAL  FVB  MYVT 
AOLPY  JVTWHUF,  HUK 
ZOHSS  YLWYVHIO  FVB, 
HUK  JHZA  VBA  FVBY 
UHTL  HZ  LCPS,  MVY  AOL 
ZVU  VM  THU'Z  ZHRL. 

SBRL  ZPE:  ADLUAF-ADV 
Clue:  /  *  C 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  Nine:  Thirty-Seven. 


MONTtCflLO  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
is  accepting  resumes  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  .  part-time  <  Children's 
Minister.  All  resumes,  should  be 
sent  to  Monticello  Baptist  Church, 
PO  Box  814,  Monticello,  MS 
>9654,  Attention:  (on  Daniels,  or 
emailed  to  mon«bapLjmd#bell- 
south.net.  Deadline  for  submis¬ 
sion  of  resumes:  May  18. 


BETHLEHEM  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
PORKVMif,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  b* -voca¬ 
tional  music  director.  Please  send 
resumes  to  BoBrtaham  Baptist  Church, 
aOn:  Jeff  Gibbs,  3897  CWton-Hillsboro 
Rd..  Forest  MS  39074. 


BI-VOCATION  At  MINISTER  Of 
MUSIC  needed.  Send  resume  to 
Foxworth  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
45,  Foxworth.  MS  39483. 


LIBERTY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Flowood,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
Music  and  Education  Minister.  Please 
send  resume  to  search  committee 
5199  Lakeland  Drive,  Flowood,  MS 
39232  or  fax  (  601)  992-4242  or  e- 
mail  office# ibcfknvood.org  with 
sud|6CT  leircn  comminec. 


1.  William  Carey  Univcnity  will  hold  commence¬ 
ment  ceremonies  Friday,  May  11  and  Saturday, 
May  12  on  the  Hattiesburg  andGulfportcampus- 


u,--rriR.r»r»Torr 


Education  and  School  of  Psychology  and 
Counseling  will  receive  master  degrees  at  7  p.m. 
May  11  in  the  Smith  Auditorium  m  Hattiesburg. 
On  Saturday,  undergraduates  in  the  School  of 
Arts,  Humanities  and  Sciences,  Fail  School  of 
Nursing,  and  School  of  Psychology  and 
Counseling  will  receive  bachelor  degrees  at  9:30 
a.m.  Undergraduates  in  the  School  of  Business, 
School  of  Education,  Winters  School  of  Music  and 
Cooper  School  of  Missions  and  Biblical  Studies 
will  receive  bachelor  degrees  at  1  p.m.  May  12  in 
the  Smith  Auditorium  m  Hattiesburg.  The  cere- 


at  4  p.m.  May  12 
Hattiesburg.  Tommy  King,  president,  and  Cloyd 
Ezell,  vice  president  of  academic  affairs,  will  pre¬ 
side  at  each  ceremony.  Students  needing  gradua¬ 
tion  information  should  contact  the  Registrar's 
Office  at  (601)  318-6195. 


2.  The  Mississippi  College  Phi  Theta  Kappa  Alumni  _ 

Association  received  the  Alumni  Association 

Award  of  Merit  at  the  2007  International  Convention  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa.  This  distinction  recognizes  the  No.  1  alumni 
association  in  the  world  for  superior  standing  out  of  the  soci¬ 
ety's  three  different  types  of  alumni  associations.  It  was  pre¬ 
sented  during  the  Hallmark  Award's  Gala  at  the  International 
Convention  mis  week,  at  the  Gaylord  Opryland  Hotel  in 
Nashville,  Term.  Pictured  from  the  left:  Dana  Van  Deman, 
Institutional  Advancement  Officer  and  Alumni  Program 
Coordinator;  Brandi  Brown,  Alumni  Association  Sponsor; 
Austin  Smith,  Association  President;  John  Kelly,  Alumni 
Association  Sponsor;  Katie  Fox,  Association 
Member  and  Former  International  Officers; 

Rebecca  Smith,  Association  Public  Relations  Chair. 

3.  Boasting  an  extensive  cast  with  over  10  key 
characters,  the  featured  performance  for  the 
30th  anniversary  of  the  MC  Shakespeare 
Festival  was  The  Taming  of  the  Shrew.  The  fes¬ 
tival  has  produced  numerous  plays  over  the 
years,  consistently  offering  a  superior  display 
of  talent,  art,  and  creativity.  Shown  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  cast. 

4.  The  William  Carey  University  Opera 
Workshop  will  present  A  Night  of  American 
Opera  Friday,  May  4  at  7  p.m.ln  the  Workshop 
Theatre  located  behind  the  stage  of  the  audito¬ 
rium  in  Thomas  Fine  Arts  Building.  These  two 
one  acts  are  American  operas  written  in  the 
20th  century.  The  first  performance  is  Trouble 
in  Tahiti  by  Leonard  Bernstein.  The  second  per¬ 
formance  is  The  Old  Maid  and  The  Thief  by 
Gian  Carlo  Menotti.  Admission  is  free  and  the 


2  Auiaail  AAV-1 

•  Aiufnni  Association  Awaro^  ^v. 


Mississippi  College  will  be  hosting  Summer  Stock,  a  one- 
week  theater  workshop  June  18-22  from  8  a.m. -5  p.m.  The 
workshops  are  designed  to  teach  all  die  skills  necessary  to 
make  drama  an  integral  part  of  the  worship  experience. 
Registration  is  now  open  and  space  is  limited  to  the  first  50 


3229.  To  register  send  name,  age,  gender,  t-shirt  size,  and 
registration  fee  to  MC  Communication  Department,  P.O. 
Box  4019,  Clinton,  MS  39056. 


performances 
information  a 


«  are  family  friendly.  For 
call  (601)  318-6175. 


more 


3.  Cast  of  Taming  of  the  Shrew,  MC 


J 


#Paul  exhorted  them 

£  tjjfsrws 

Simply  put,  they  were 
to  treat  one  another  lov¬ 
ingly  and  humbly. 

..  ... _  ,  uwuruwioveourene-  -  _  .  - - -  Verse  5  tells  them  to 

No  one  ukesconflict,  but  we  mies  or  confess  our  Boydstun  imitate  the  attitude  of 

can  t«x°,d  l  °™y  way  wrong*.  However,  we  can  learn  Christ.  There  is  no  greater  exam- 
avotd  it  would  be  to  avoid  all  from  Cod's  Word  how  to  become  pie  of  one  who  thought  of  others 
otter  people.  You  cannot  interact  effective  peacemakers.  We  begin  before  himself  than  Jesus  Christ, 
with  people^  without  conflict  -  by  looking  at  how  we  can  Our  normal  reaction  when  in 
evenm  the  church.  respond  to  conflict  constructively,  conflict  is  to  think  of  our  own 

When  we  experience  con-  In  Philippians  2,  Paul  encour-  position  first.  These  verses 
flict,  honoring  God  is  often  the  ages  the  church  at  Philippi.  He  show  us  we  must  do  the  exact 
last  thing  on  our  minds.  Do  you  wanted  the  fellowship  to  be  uni-  opposite  to  honor  God.  Our 
notice  when  conflict  arises,  you  fied.  He  tells  them  unity  comes  goal  should  be  to  imitate  Christ 
fail  to  focus  on  God?  Do  you  from  the  shared  benefits  of  their  by  thinking  of  the  interests  of 
also  notice  those  are  times  relationship  with  the  Savior,  the  other  parties  first, 
when  you  respond  in  a  more  Believers  receive  encouragement,  In  chapter  4,  verse  2,  Paul 
self-centered,  impulsive,  and  comfort,  fellowship,  and  compas-  urges  Euodia  and  Syntyche  to 
adversarial  manner?  Too  often,  sion  from  their  walk  with  Christ,  agree  in  the  Lord.  These  two 
Christians  and  churches  set  a  Based  on  these  asperts  of  their  believers  were  in  a  serious  dis¬ 
poor  example  of  honoring  God  shared  relationship  with  Christ,  agreement,  causing  dissension 
in  conflict  situations.  Paul  encouraged  the  Philippians  in  the  fellowship.  Paul  remind- 

This  week  we  begin  a  new  to  make  his  joy  complete  by  ed  the  church  about  the  Lord's 
study  about  being  a  peacemaker,  being  like-minded.  He  did  not  work  and  asked  them  to  help 
Over  die  next  few  weeks,  we  will  mean  they  should  have  uniformi-  bring  about  reconciliation 
look  at  how  God  wants  us  to  ty  of  thought.  His  hope  was  for  between  the  two  women, 
overcome  our  human  weakness-  them  to  share  a  common  disposi-  When  we  as  Christiaas  find 


t  together 
another 


pie  of  one  who  thought  of  others 
before  himself  than  Jesus  Christ. 

Our  normal  reaction  when  in 
conflict  is  to  think  of  our  own 
position  first.  These  verses 
show  us  we  must  do  the  exact 
opposite  to  honor  God.  Our 
goal  should  be  to  imitate  Christ 
by  thinking  of  the  interests  of 
the  other  parties  first. 

In  chapter  4,  verse  2,  Paul 
urges  Euodia  and  Syntyche  to 
agree  in  the  Lord.  These  two 
believers  were  in  a  serious  dis¬ 
agreement,  causing  dissension 
in  the  fellowship.  Paul  remind¬ 
ed  the  church  about  the  Lord's 
work  and  asked  them  to  help 
bring  about  reconciliation 
between  the  two  women. 

When  we  as  Christiaas  find 


also  notice  those  are  times 
when  you  respond  in  a  more 
self-centered,  impulsive,  and 
adversarial  manner?  Too  often, 
Christians  and  churches  set  a 
poor  example  of  honoring  God 
in  conflict  situations. 

This  week  we  begin  a  new 
study  about  being  a  peacemaker. 
Over  the  next  few  weeks,  we  will 
look  at  how  God  wants  us  to 
overcome  our  human  weakness- 


Explore  the  Bible 

Growth  Is  Intentional 


2  Peter  1:1-11 


By  Ivan  Parke 


Webster's  defines  "growth" 
as  "progressive  development: 
evolution;  increase,  expan¬ 
sion."  In  die  first  half  of  chapter 
one,  Peter  profiled  spiritual 
maturity,  a  kind  of  growth  that 
does  not  "just"  happen.  Verses 
5-7  itemize  seven  character 
traits,  the  greatest  one  being 
"love"  (v.  /;  see  also  1  Cor. 
12:31-13:13).  Two  factors  pro¬ 
mote  their  development:  [al 
God's  Initiative  and  [b| 
Individual  Involvement. 

Greeting  (1:1-2) 

In  1  and  2  Peter,  1:1-2  identi¬ 
fy  the  author  and  addressee.  1 
Peter  provides  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  its  readers  (where 
they  lived).  2  Peter  provides 
more  information  about  Peter 
(see  also  1:16-18). 


1.  Spiritual  Maturity: 

A  Result  of  God's 
Initiative 

In  verse  1,  Peter 
divulged  that  all  believers  have 
been  given  "faith."  The  source 
for  faith  is  Jesus  Christ.  Paul 
likewise  wrote,  "God  has  allot¬ 
ted  to  each  a  measure  of  faith" 
(Rom.  12:3;  see  also  Jude  3). 

Verses  3-4  additionally  reveal 
God's  commitment  to  spiritual 
well-being.  He  is  the  subject  of 
two  verbs:  [a]  "grant"  (vv.  3-4) 
and  [bj  "call"  (v.  3).  Note  also 
the  nouns  "calling"  and  "choos¬ 
ing"  that  appear  in  verse  10. 

The  Greek  verb,  translated 
"grant,"  means  "to  give  as  a  gift" 
(unearned).  God's  power,  accord¬ 
ing  to  verse  3,  has  been  granting 
(participle:  continuous  action) 
'^verytning"  (direct  object)  to 
sustain  the  fife  of  believers  and  to 


1  of  believers  and  to 


stimulate  their  godly 
living.  "Godliness"  is 
the  ruth  character  trait 
that  Peter  mentioned 
(1:6-7;  see  also  3:11). 

God's  call  grants 
believers  access  to  His 
"glory  and  excel¬ 
lence."  After  a  brief 
exposure  to  God's 

- —  glorv,  Moses  had 

ftrke  glowed  (Ex.  34:29-35;  2 
Cor.  3:7-18). 

"Excellence,"  which  has  charac¬ 
terized  God  (see  also  1  Pet.  2:9), 
is  the  first  character  trait  that 
Peter  mentioned  (1:5).  Hence, 
we  shall  resemble  whom  we 
worship  (see  2  Kg.  17:15;  Jer.  2:5; 
Rom  1:21-23;  1  Jn.  3:1-2). 

•  God's  glory  and  excellence, 
according  to  verse  4  (see  "for  by 
these"),  has  pmmpted  Him  to 
grant  His  promises  to  believers. 
As  a  conseauence,  they  do 
"become  partakers  of  the  divine 
nature,"  no  longer  "of  the  world." 

2.  Spiritual  Maturity:  A 
Result  of  Individual 
Involvement 

The  phrase  "for  this  very 
reason"  (1:5)  ties  verses  5-11 


ourselves  in  conflict  with  other 
believers,  we  should  recall  our 
bond  in  Christ.  We  are  to  depend 
on  that  relationship  to  help  us 
find  common  ground.  An  unre¬ 
solved  disagreement  causes  dis¬ 
traction  It  diverts  resources  and 
energy  away  for  the  Lord's 
work.  If  the  disagreement  hap¬ 
pens  to  involve  a  nonbeliever, 
the  principle  still  holds  true. 

Paul  goes  on  in  verses  4-7  to 
outline  a  plan  for  dealing  with 
conflict.  He  did  more  than  just 
encourage  the  Philippians  to 
consider  their  relationship  with 
Christ  and  exemplify  Him  in 
conflict  situations.  He  also  told 
them  to  demonstrate  Christian 
joy  and  gentleness  in  their  lives. 

Rejoicing  in  Christ  does  not 
mean  being  happy  all  the  time. 
It  is  an  inner  joy  resulting  from 
a  delight  in  the  Lord.  Preparing 
for  conflict  means  remember¬ 
ing  outside  circumstances  do 
not  dictate  the  joy  in  our  hearts. 

Paul  told  them,  too,  to  pray 
rather  than  be  anxious,  fhev 
were  to  thankfully  placing  their 
requests  before  God. The  expecta¬ 
tion  is  not  a  carefree  life,  but 
rather  one  without  constant 
worry.  Our  trust  in  the  Father 


to  verses  3-4.  Spiritual  matu¬ 
rity  should  be  tne  priority  of 
every  believer  because  it 
already  is  a  priority  of  God. 
Peter,  therefore,  urged  his 
readers,  "Make  every  effort" 
(NIV;  see  also  1:10;  3:14). 

In  verse  5,  the  Greek  verb, 
translated  "supply"  or  "add" 
(NIV,  KJV;  see  also  1:11),  is  a 
command.  It  precedes  seven 
direct  objects,  a  series  of  charac¬ 
ter  traits  (1:5-7).  The  term 
"series"  signifies  a  progression. 

The  noun  "faith"  also  pre¬ 
cedes  the  series  of  character 
traits  It,  being  God-given,  is 
the  foundation  —  and  prereq¬ 
uisite  —  that  supports  spiritu¬ 
al  progress. 

Two  character  traits,  "self- 
control"  and  "love"  (Gk. 
agape),  appear  in  Galatians 
5^2-23,  the  first  and  last  (ninth) 
"Fruit  of  the  Spirit,"  but 
Galatians  5:22-23  is  a  list  (no 
progression),  not  a  series. 

Two  character  traits,  "self- 
control"  (1:6)  and  "persever¬ 
ance"  (1:6),  do  not  appear  else¬ 
where  in  2  Peter  or  anywhere  in 
1  Peter.  "Self-control"  is  a 
byproduct  of  "knowledge."  The 


should  eliminate  excessive  worry. 

If  we  replace  our  anxiety  witn 
prayer  and  gratitude,  God's 
peace  will  guard  our  hearts  and 
minds.  This  "peace  of  God"  in 
verse  seven  refers  to  the  whole¬ 
ness  we  feel  as  we  walk  with 
God  daily.  It  is  a  reflection  of  our 
healthy  relationship  with  Him. 
Conflict  is  much  easier  to  handle 
when  our  hearts  are  joyful, 
peaceful  and  free  from  worry. 

Paul  ends  these  exhortations 
in  verses  8  and  9  with  a  challenge 
to  the  believers.  He  encouraged 
them  to  reflect  on  several 
Christlike  qualities.  Paul  knew 
that  their  thoughts  would  even¬ 
tually  be  reflected  in  their  actions. 

Conflict  will  come  whether  we 
like  it  or  not.  We  make  the  choice 
about  our  reaction  to  it.  Being  in 
right  relationship  with  the  Fattier 
is  our  best  preparation.  When  we 
think  and  act  in  ways  that  please 
and  honor  God,  we  are  assured  of 
His  presence  when  unwanted 
conflict  situations  occur. 

Boydstun  is  Preschool  and 
Children's  consultant  in  the 
Sunday  School  Dept.,  MBCB, 
and  a  member  of  Pinelake 
Church,  Brandon. 


Greek  noun  hupomone,  translat¬ 
ed  "perseverance"  or  "patience" 
(KJv;  see  also  1  Pet.  2:20),  is  a 
compound  word:  hupo 

("under")  +  meno  ("to  abide"). 

Collectively,  the  seven 
character  traits  profile  a 
"healthy"  believer.  Anything 
less  would  be  dysfunctional: 
i.e.,  "He  who  lacks  these  qual¬ 
ities  is  blind  or  short-sighted, 
having  forgotten  his  purifica¬ 
tion  y  (v.  9).  The  participle 
"shortsighted"  modifies  the 
adjective  "blind,"  specifying 
the  visual  impairment  is  a 
limited  spiritual  perception. 

Who  we  are  (character) 
determines  what  we  do  (con¬ 
duct);  well-being  precedes 
doing  well.  Consequently, 
Peter  used  three  negatives  to 
motivate  his  readers:  "For  if 
these  qualities  are  yours  and 
are  increasing,"  then  you  will 
?e  [aj  "neither  useless"  (v.  8), 
bl  "nor  unfruitful"  (v.  8),  and 
cf  "never  stumble"  (v.  10). 

Parke  is  Associate  Professor, 
Dept,  of  Christian  Studies  and 
Philosophy,  MC,  and  a  member  of 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11  -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mall  form.  Dbe  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  he  accepted. 


Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  w6o,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  alone  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
dear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 

Alt  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 


Ring.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 

>o  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
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1.  First  Church,  Long  Beach,  merits  at  6  p.m.,  worship 

officially  broke  ground  to  at  7.  Greg  Willis,  speaker; 

begin  construction  of  their  Praise  Band  7  Days 

new  58,000  square-foot  min-  Waiting,  music. 

istry  campus  on  March  4. 

The  service  began  in  the  4.  Second  Church,  Kosci- 
Long  Beach  Middle  School  uako,  is  hosting  a  marriage 

gymnasium,  where  the  seminar  with  Wayne  and 

cnurch  is  currently  worship-  Tina  Hudson  May  4-5.  Fri., 

ping,  and  moved  across  7-9  p.m.;  Sat.,  9  a.m.-2 

Alien  Road  to  the  new  site  p.m.  Meals  included.  Call 

where  the  official  pound-  (662)  289-4317  or  674-0331 

breaking  took  place.  Phase  1  for  reservations  and  infor- 

construction  will  indude  a  mation.  A  love  offering 

multi-purpose  facility  that  will  be  received, 

will  serve  as  an  interim 

sanctuary,  and  also  will  5.  Pinelake  Church, 

house  church  offices,  Brandon,  is  hosting  Kidz 

preschool  and  education  Blitz  May  11,  6  p.m.  With 

space  for  children,  youth  fast-paced  action  and 

and  adults.  Construction  is 
expected  to  be  completed 
within  18  months.  Shown 
are  members  of  the  Building 
Committee,  Pastor  LaRue 
Stephens,  Architect  John 
Blocker,  Contractor  Gary  C. 

Wyatt  and  Long  Beach 
Mayor  Billy  Skellie. 

2.  The  Aleene's  Willing 
Workers  Sunday  School 
class  of  First  Church, 

Plantersville,  are  shown  in 
the  church's  prayer  gar¬ 
den,  which  is  maintained 
by  the  class. 

3.  Courtland  Church,  Court- 

land,  is  hosting  Youth  7.  Trinity  Church,  Rankin 

Quake  May  6-9.  Refresh-  County,  ordained  Danny 


ministry.  Shown  are  pastor 
Mike  Tucker,  Brookman, 
Murlis  Underwood,  and 
Charles  Holley. 

Super  Bowl  exdtement,  foe 

event  targets  elementary  10.  Clark-Venable  Church, 
aged  kids  while  engaging  Newton,  is  hosting  a 

people  of  all  ages,  Tor  ladies  night  out  and  pota- 

mformation  contact  Lennie  to  supper,  sponsored  by 

Young  at  (601)  829-4571  or  the  Mission  Seekers  mis- 

lyoung<P>pinelake.org.  sion  group.  May  10,  6:30 

p.m.  Guest  speaker  is 
6.  Bethel  Church,  Smith  Keith  Carpenter,  profes- 

Association,  held  an  Easter  sional  potter  and  owner  of 

egg  hunt  hosted  by  the  Beans  Ferry  Pottery, 

Acteens.  Shown,  top,  are  Fulton.  No  cost. 

Danielle  Jones,  Cody  Jones, 

and  Katie  Foreman;  center,  11.  Iuka  Church,  luka,  is 
Margie  Black  and  Kellie  hosting  Kidz  Now  June 

Black;  bottom,  Jacob  29,  3-8:30  p.m.  for  chil- 

McGriff,  Collin  Warren,  dren,  3rd-6th  grade, 

and  Dawson  Warren.  Marshall  Wilmhoff,  guest 

speaker;  Kevin  Williams, 
worship  leader.  For  infor¬ 
mation,  visit  www.iuk- 
abaphstchurch.org. 

12.  A  Glimpse  of  the  Christ,  bv 
pastor  Richard  J.  "Dick’’ 
Hill  of  Glendale  Church, 
Leland,  has  been  released 
by  Pleasant  Word,  a  divi¬ 
sion  of  WinePress 
Publishing.  The  book 
uncovers  a  clear  path  of 
Bible  evidence  revealing 
Christ's  new  identity  and 
the  value  of  His  cross  work. 
It  is  available  through  the 
publisher  at  (877)  421  - 
READ  or  www.pleasant- 
wordbooks.com  or  at 
www.glimpsesofgrace.org. 


